Middle Syndicate News
Term 3 2009
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

We are in to Term 3 already and what a busy term it will be! 
Hutt Library Times

We always need parents to accompany us to the Library. Let your child's teacher know if you are available to help. Visits are on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. We leave school at 11.00 and return by 12.30. 
[image: image1.jpg]


Thursday 6th August– Rm 12




Tuesday 11th August – Rm 11




Wednesday 12th August – Rm 10
Thursday 13th August – Rm 9

Tuesday 8th September – Rm 12
Wednesday 9th September – Rm 11
Thursday 10th September– Rm 10
Tuesday 15th September – Rm 9
Homework

There will be an independent topic study coming home mid-term which will encourage some fact finding and creative skills. Your child should also be learning their spelling words each night, reading to themselves or an adult for 15 minutes a night and completing a homework sheet. Homework needs to be handed in on Fridays. 
Tissues

If your child has not donated their 2 boxes of tissues to their class yet can you please send them as soon as possible? Winter is upon us and there are lots of runny noses about!

Aerobics

We are working with Les Mills Gym this term to improve our fitness. Les Mills’s aerobic instructors are providing a half hour session once a fortnight on Tuesdays. Please ensure your child is wearing appropriate clothing and footwear for this. 

Next Session: Tuesday 4th August.
Jerseys and Jackets

Please name all items of clothing!

Please ensure your child has a jersey or jacket during winter months because when it is not a wet day all children are expected to play outside during morning tea and lunch. It is also important that they have these items when we are visiting the Hutt Library.
Topic
This term we are studying Native Birds. To support our learning we will be visiting Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in Week 5. This trip will cost $9.00. Details of the trip and permission slips will be sent home in the next week.
Teachers College Student
Welcome to Brian Hotter (Rm 12) & Nina Nethercliff (Rm10) from Wellington Teachers College who will be working with Dave Whiteman and Lisa Leader from Week 4 until the end of term.

Many thanks!

Alison, Lisa, Dave, Kath
Learning this term
Term 3 2009     












                                                                                                                                                                           

	Weeks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	English/Topic

Science

Technology

Social studies
	What makes a bird a bird?

 Nature of Science
Understanding about science; Appreciate that scientists ask questions about our world that lead to investigations and that open-mindedness is important because there may be more than one explanation.

Investigating in science; Extend their experiences and personal explanations of the natural world through exploration, play, asking questions, and discussing simple models.

Communicating in science; Build their language and develop their understandings of the many ways the natural world can be represented.

Participating and contributing; Explore and act on issues and questions that link their science learning to their daily living.

Living World
Life processes; Recognise that all living things have certain requirements so they can stay alive.

Ecology; Recognise that living things are suited to their particular habitat.

Evolution; Recognise that there are lots of different living things in the world and that they can be grouped in different ways.Explain how we know that some living things from the past are now extinct.

Key Competencies; thinking  , relating to others , participating and contributing. 


	Written lang
	Written Language-      Report Writing
Oral Language  Listening to text: ongoing shared reading

Interpersonal Listening: ongoing cooperative discussions, elaborating on language, word meanings

	Spelling
	You Can Spell Programme (ongoing)Switch on to Spelling – see spelling LTP



	Reading
	Written Language Personal Reading: daily silent reading, library reading and home reading. Oral Language Speaking – Using texts

	Grammar
	Exploring Language – Speech marks. On going proof reading, editing and publishing.

	Maths
	Classroom Number knowledge- Daily. Book 4 Numeracy Project

	
	Number; Fractions, Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division

Number strategies

Use simple additive strategies with whole numbers and fractions. 
Number knowledge

Know simple fractions in everyday use.

	
	Measurement; Length & Mass, 

Create and use appropriate units and devices to measure length, area, volume and capacity, weight (mass), turn (angle), temperature, and time.

Partition and/or combine like measures and communicate them, using numbers and units.



	PE
	Folk dancing (Alison/Dave 1.30. kath/Lisa 2.15)
	Bat and ball skills

	Health
	Identity, sensitivity, respect, interpersonal skills, attitudes & values.

	Sport
	Team games

	Fitness
	Relay


	Animal


	Non-stop


	Fireman


	Chase the tail


	Shuttles


	Paired


	Back to Back


	Meet in the middle


	Relay



	ICT
	Using ICT to research birds. Utube for factfinding, notetaking, wikipedia, images, identifying bird calls

	Visual Art
	Pen, ink,watercolour bird pictures
	Magical firebirds or phoenix - collage

	Performing Arts

Drama

Dance

Music
	Singing/ Sharing folk dances

	Maori
	Native Bird names/Moari bird myths and legends

	Dates
	
	
	Parent Ints
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment
	Basic facts
	Peters spelling
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