Letter to Parents Room 7 Term 1
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
Welcome back to school and welcome to Room 7 to all the new families. 
This term as usual will be a busy one. The first two weeks will involve setting up programmes and routines and in the following weeks we will be settling into our curriculum areas and our learning groups.  
Behaviour management
In Room 7 we have a coloured face peg management programme. Yellow face = Excellent Learner, Blue face = Think and Fix, Red face= Time out. Feel free to come in and ask your child about the system. 
We have also discussed our class expectations and have decided on the following. 
In Room 7 ….
· We look after each other. 
· We say kind words to each other.
· We try our best.
· We look after class equipment and share. 
· We use our manners.
Homework – Reading Homework will be sent home later on this week. 
Homework this term will consist of reading homework only. This term we will focus on reading fluently as this is a key skill to help move on to more complex text.  Books will be sent home that they have read as part of their reading programme or alternatively they will take home a book from their book box to practise. The books will almost always be below or at their reading level. These books should be easy to read and this will help with the development of their fluency. 
Pause, Prompt, Praise, is an effective technique to use if your child makes a mistake while reading… 
Pause – give them time to fix it	
Prompt – Give them a hint – what sound does the word start with? Try sounding it out. Miss the word out and go back and see if you can fit in a word the sounds right and would make sense.  Look through the word which part of the word doesn’t look right? 
Praise – at all times it is important to praise and encourage their efforts. I like the way you worked that out by…  
If your child is not keen to do their homework or is struggling, stop and try again later. A good strategy is to find a space in the house and a time that fits both of you – a bean bag is a great spot to read from if you have one. 

Managing Self
Managing self is one of the Key Competencies in the NZ Curriculum. The Key Competencies are based around giving children the strategies to develop into independent learners. Managing self is a key part the classroom programme in Room 7 and will be our major focus in Term 1. 
Getting ready for school. The first part of this is getting your-self ready in the morning. Each child needs to get the things they need together before school and put them in their bag. When they get to school it is their job to hang up their bag, bring their book bag inside and sharpen their colouring or table pencils if they need to. When this is all completed they need to get their photo out of the container and put it on the wall above to show that they are ready to go for the day. 

Topic 
As you will know from our Syndicate newsletter we are studying animals for the first term and looking into what animals we can find around the Hutt Central School area. We are visiting the Zoo next week. Please send back your permission slips and money as soon as possible to the office. Below is an opportunity to do some extra animal study with your family if you would like to. 
	
		Tall Tales for Little Ears

Sunday 6 & 20 February. 11am & 1pm. FREE with admission. 

Storytellers from Just Giraffe tell 'tales tall and short' today on Tui Terrace. Using puppets and props and lots of audience participation, they will tell a mixture of Māori myths and legends; tall tales for small ears; and some downright silly stories! 

Free with general admission. No need to book. Allow 20 minutes to walk from the Visitor Centre to Tui Terrace. In the event of bad weather, the storytelling will take place indoors.






Mathematics. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Geometry is our first maths topic of the year, we are learning about 2 d shapes; squares, rectangles circles, triangles, hexagons, pentagons and diamonds. You could play shape eye-spy with your child (I have 1 side, I have no corners, , I only have one curved edge, what shape am I?)We will also begin to look at 3d shapes such as spheres, cylinders, cubes, prisms. After our geometry unit we will begin a unit on numeracy including addition and subtraction.   
Shoe Boxes
Each child needs a school box sent to school. The shoe boxes will be used to make a diorama related to our animal topic. 
Stationery 
Thank you to all those families who have purchased all the books and stationery items needed for the year. I have got some pink and blue stationery books here that have no name on them. If you bought them can you please let me know who they belong to? 

Questions, Problems or Concerns
If you have any questions, problems or concerns about anything please come and see me. I will do my upmost to help or find someone who can. I am available most mornings after 8:30am and most days after school. If you can’t come in please call or send a note to school and I will get back to you. 

Thanks

Leanne Mahoney (Room 7 Teacher) 

