
















































INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

TO THE READERS OF HUTT CENTRAL SCHOOL’S FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

 
 
The Auditor-General is the auditor of Hutt Central School (the School). The Auditor-General 
has appointed me, Geoff Potter, using the staff and resources of BDO Wellington Audit 
Limited, to carry out the audit of the financial statements of the School on his behalf. 
 
Opinion 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the School on pages 2 to 22, that comprise the 
statement of financial position as at 31 December 2018, the statement of comprehensive 
revenue and expense, statement of changes in net assets/equity and statement of cash flows 
for the year ended on that date, and the notes to the financial statements that include 
accounting policies and other explanatory information. 
 
In our opinion the financial statements of the School: 
 
• present fairly, in all material respects: 

 
o its financial position as at 31 December 2018; and 
 
o its financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended; and 

 
• comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand in accordance with 

Public Sector Public Benefit Entity Standards Reduced Disclosure Regime as applicable 
to entities that qualify as tier 2. 

 
Our audit was completed on 28 May 2018. This is the date at which our opinion is expressed. 
 
The basis for our opinion is explained below. In addition, we outline the responsibilities of the 
Board of Trustees and our responsibilities relating to the financial statements, we comment 
on other information, and we explain our independence. 
 
Basis for our opinion 
 
We carried out our audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which 
incorporate the Professional and Ethical Standards and the International Standards on 
Auditing (New Zealand) issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. 
Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Responsibilities of the 
auditor section of our report. 
 
We have fulfilled our responsibilities in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing 
Standards. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a basis for our opinion. 
 
Responsibilities of the Board of Trustees for the financial statements 
 
The Board of Trustees is responsible on behalf of the School for preparing financial 
statements that are fairly presented and that comply with generally accepted accounting 
practice in New Zealand. The Board of Trustees is responsible for such internal control as it 
determines is necessary to enable it to prepare financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 



 
In preparing the financial statements, the Board of Trustees is responsible on behalf of the 
School for assessing the School’s ability to continue as a going concern. The Board of Trustees 
is also responsible for disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using 
the going concern basis of accounting, unless there is an intention to close or merge the 
School, or there is no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
The Board of Trustees’ responsibilities arise from the Education Act 1989. 
 
Responsibilities of the auditor for the audit of the financial statements 
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements, as 
a whole, are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor’s report that includes our opinion. 
 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit carried 
out in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements are differences or omissions of amounts or 
disclosures, and can arise from fraud or error. Misstatements are considered material if, 
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the decisions 
of readers taken on the basis of these financial statements. 
 
For the budget information reported in the financial statements, our procedures were limited 
to checking that the information agreed to the School’s approved budget. 
 
We did not evaluate the security and controls over the electronic publication of the financial 
statements. 
 
As part of an audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, we exercise 
professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. Also: 
 
• We identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, 

whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to 
those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, 
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 
• We obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to 

design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the School’s internal control. 

 
• We evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness 

of accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Board of Trustees. 
 
• We conclude on the appropriateness of the use of the going concern basis of 

accounting by the Board of Trustees and, based on the audit evidence obtained, 
whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast 
significant doubt on the School’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we 
conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our 
auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such 
disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the 
audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future 
events or conditions may cause the School to cease to continue as a going concern. 



• We evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial 
statements, including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent 
the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 
• We assess the risk of material misstatement arising from the Novopay payroll system, 

which may still contain errors. As a result, we carried out procedures to minimise the 
risk of material errors arising from the system that, in our judgement, would likely 
influence readers’ overall understanding of the financial statements. 

 
We communicate with the Board of Trustees regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant 
deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 
 
Our responsibilities arises from the Public Audit Act 2001. 
 
Other information 
 
The Board of Trustees is responsible for the other information. The other information 
comprises the Analysis of Variance, Board of Trustees Listing and Kiwisport Report, but does 
not include the financial statements, and our auditor’s report thereon. 
 
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not 
express any form of audit opinion or assurance conclusion thereon. 
 
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the 
other information. In doing so, we consider whether the other information is materially 
inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or 
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on our work, we conclude that there 
is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We 
have nothing to report in this regard. 
 
Independence 
 
We are independent of the School in accordance with the independence requirements of the 
Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which incorporate the independence requirements of 
Professional and Ethical Standard 1 (Revised): Code of Ethics for Assurance Practitioners 
issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. 
 
Other than the audit, we have no relationship with or interests in the School. 
 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Potter 
BDO Wellington Audit Limited 
On behalf of the Auditor-General 
Wellington, New Zealand 



Hutt Central School Analysis of Variance 

2018  

 

Analysis of Variance Reporting 
 
School: Hutt Central School   School Number: 2862  Year: 
2018 
 

Focus: Reading 

 

Aim 1 To support every student to meet their potential 
and achievement in line with NZ curriculum and 
expected level of achievement.  
 
 
Annual Focus: Focus 1   To develop quality teaching and learning programmes at 

Hutt Central School. 
 
 

Baseline data: Baseline Data: 18 students (52.9%) who are now in Year 
2 were achieving below the expectation in Reading. 
 
Reading Target: The 18 students who are achieving below the 
expected level in reading will be reading at the expected level by 
the end of 2018. 
 

 

 
 

  



Actions (What 
did we do?) 

Outcomes (What 
happened?) 

Variance (Why did it 
happen?) 

Evaluation (where to 
next?) 

The target 
students have 
been involved in 
specific group 
teaching with 
students of a 
similar level.   
 
The teachers 
have received 
support from our 
reading recovery 
teacher and the 
students who 
were part of the 
reading recovery 
programme in 
the junior school 
have had extra 
monitoring.  
 
We ran a Fast 5 
programme in 
Term 1 where 
some of our 
target students 
have worked on 
their reading two 
to three times 
each week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eight students 
from the target 
group are now 
achieving Above 
the expected 
level in reading. 
Seven stidents 
are now 
achieving At the 
Expected Level 
and One student 
is reading Below 
the expected 
level. One 
student in the 
target has left 
our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The students in the 
target group have 
been involved in 
targeted reading 
work based on 
strategies in year 2 
with an increasing 
focus on 
comprehension as 
the year has 
progressed. This 
has enabled 
students to cement 
their use of reading 
strategies. These 
students have been 
grouped with similar 
learning needs in 
classes and their 
progress has been 
closely monitored 
throughout the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue to monitor 
reading recovery 
children throughout 
the school.  
 
One student to 
continue to receive 
Reading Recovery. 
 
Enable teachers to 
take action for the 
learning of students 
causing concern 
using inquiry 
process.  
 
Examine active 
learning and how 
this happens at our 
school to link with 
progression in 
teaching and 
learning 
programmes to 
increase student 
achievement. 
 
Investigate how we 
collect data and 
information on 
comprehension. 
 
Carry out a 
schoolwide focus on 
comprehension 
across the school to 
work in with the use 
of competent 
reading skills. 
 
 
 

 
  



Analysis of Variance Reporting 
 
School: Hutt Central School   School Number: 2862  Year: 
2018 
 

Focus: Writing 

 

Aim 1 To support every student to meet their potential 
and achievement in line with NZ curriculum and 
expected level of achievement.  
 
 
Annual Focus: Focus 1   To develop quality teaching and learning programmes at 

Hutt Central School. 
 

Baseline Data: Writing: 26 boys (25%) were achieving below the 
expected level in 2017. 
 

Writing Target: By the end of 2018 the achievement of the 26 boys 
will be at the expected curriculum level in all aspects of writing. 

 
 
  



Actions (What did 
we do?) 

Outcomes (What 
happened?) 

Variance (Why did it 
happen?) 

Evaluation (where 
to next?) 

Focused 
professional 
inquiry on Writing. 
 
Carried out 
syndicate 
moderation in 
relation to Asttle 
Writing for 
individual 
students. 
 
Used the Learning 
Progression 
Framework 
alongside the 
School Writing 
Progression to 
guide moderation 
and development 
of stage 
appropriate 
learning for 
students. 
 
Carried out 
schoolwide PD 
with Mary Wootton 
with a focus on 
Inquiry, Writing 
progress and 
achievement, 
Active Learning 
and skills for 
learning. 
 
Designed and 
implemented 
parameters based 
on key aspects for 
teaching and 
learning in writing 
– Purpose, 
modelling, goal 
setting and 
feedback. 
 

Nine of the 26 
boys  are now 
achieving at the 
expected level in 
writing in Term 4. 
17 of the students 
are achieving 
below the 
expected level in 
writing. Of these 
17 students 6 are 
achieving one 
level below the 
expected level. 
A noticeable 
increase in 
students 
willingness and 
motivation to write 
has been noticed 
across the target 
group which has 
impacted on 
student’s 
engagement in 
the writing 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The inquiry focus 
has assisted us to 
know more about 
the learners and 
ensured that we 
cater to the specific 
needs of students.  
The motivation for 
writing of a number 
of students has 
improved through 
targeted teaching 
and self directed 
learning based on 
interests.  
Syndicate 
Moderation  
was carried out to 
inform decision 
making about 
student progress. 
There is less 
variation in learning 
expectations of the 
key aspects of 
writing as student’s 
progress through 
the school. – More 
work is required 
around the Learning 
Progression 
Framework linking 
with HCS Writing 
progression. 
The parameters of 
key aspects has 
focused our 
teaching to give 
clear structure for 
our students - 
further 
implementation 
required to embed 
with our practice. 

Continue to 
monitor our writing 
progress and 
achievement data 
in order to 
consolidate recent 
development.  
We will select and 
use fit for purpose 
tools to inform 
judgements and 
measure progress 
and achievement 
to see the impact 
of teaching on 
students learning 
in writing. 
Carry out 
Individual 
professional 
inquiry with goals 
and actions for 
learners and 
programmes. 
Schoolwide 
moderation 
process will go 
beyond syndicates 
to include school 
wide moderation. 
(We will continue 
our work with local 
schools to 
increase our 
knowledge on 
student’s writing 
progress). 
Review our school 
expectations inline 
with Learning 
Progression 
Framework in 
writing. 
Implement Active 
Learning Traits 
alongside 
Authentic 
Learning, Future 



Provided 
Professional 
Learning in Boys 
Learning with 
Joseph Drieson for 
selected teachers. 
 

Focussed 
Learning and 
Growth in writing 
as per our school 
curriculum. 
 

 

Analysis of Variance Reporting 
 
School: Hutt Central School   School Number: 2862  Year: 
2018 
 

Focus: Mathematics 

 

Aim 1 To support every student to meet their potential 
and achievement in line with NZ curriculum and 
expected level of achievement.  
 
 

Annual Focus: Focus 1   To develop quality teaching and learning 

programmes at Hutt Central School. 
 
Baseline data: Mathematics: 13 (25%) of Year 4 students were achieving below the 
expected level in 2017. 
 

Maths Target: By the end of 2018 the 13 Year 4 students will be 
achieving at the expected level in Maths. 
 

 
 
  



Actions (What did 
we do?) 

Outcomes (What 
happened?) 

Variance (Why did 
it happen?) 

Evaluation (where 
to next?) 

Focussed 
teaching and 
learning based on 
these target 
students – key 
focus on number 
knowledge 
 
Sharing of 
practice with 
teachers in 
syndicate. 
 
Monitoring of 
achievement for 
individual students 
in the target 
group. 
 
Spring into 
Mathematics 
 
 
 
 

Ten students in 
the target group 
are now achieving 
at the Expected 
Standard in 
Mathematics. Two 
students are 
achieving above 
the expected level 
and one student is 
achieving just 
below the 
expected level in 
Mathematics. All 
students have 
shown progress in 
each Numeracy 
strand.  
 

The students in the 
target group have 
been involved in 
targeted number 
knowledge work in 
class, which has 
supported them to 
develop a greater 
understanding and 
knowledge of 
numbers. This has 
enabled them to 
feel more confident 
with their use of 
strategies. These 
students have been 
grouped in classes 
in order to cater for 
their learning 
needs and their 
progress has been 
monitored 
throughout the 
year. 

Sharing of practice 
provided for 
support and 
aligned teaching 
and learning 
programmes. 

Continued 
monitoring of 
achievement of 
students within 
this group. 
 
As a school 
investigate how 
how we collect 
and analyse 
Mathematics data. 
 
As a school make 
better use of 
maths data to 
inform 
programmes and 
actions for 
teaching and 
learning 
programmes. 
 
 

 



Kiwisport Contribution 2018 
 
The Kiwisport contribution provided students with greater access to sport and physical 
activity through hireage, entry and transport to a number of sporting events and 
opportunities - including zone and interzone tournaments and opportunities for our 
students.  


